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We are in the same boat! Immigration within and towards Europe:
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Migration within and towards Europe is not a new phenomenon but, above all in the last two decades, it has
gained progressively much attention in the scientific, public and policy arenas. The increasing concern towards
migration has gone hand in hand with a variety of studies that have attempted to account for the multifaceted
migration-related topics. Among them, in line with an ecological perspective that delineates how the person-
environment interaction molds people experience, this contribution mainly focuses on the responses that
migration elicits by the side of the receiving societies compelled to confront themselves with the growing diversity
of their communities. In particular, this contribution seeks to understand the changes provoked by the immigrant
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settlements in the cultural, social and psychological configuration of the communities that, willingly or unwillingly,
become their homes. At the same time, given the bidirectional and interactional process of mutual accommodation
engendered by ethno-cultural contacts, it also explores how immigrants form and transform their communities due
to the experience of migration and the exchanges with the members of the territories that receive them. Overall,
this piece tries to reckon the complexity of the reality of migration and contends that the study of these topics
would benefit from taking into account different levels of analysis. In specifics, it maintains that the genetic
articulation of the three levels through which social representations are created — e.g., microgenetic, ontogenetic,
and sociogenetic levels — can offer a means for expanding the understanding of the challenges associated to the
human activity of migration. Among other things, given that multiculturalism has become a fact of life, a key
concern is whether the increase of ethnic diversity threats the similarity assumption that feeds the sense of we
underlying the feeling of belongingness to oneself community, to be exact sense of community. In this essay, the
community-diversity dialectic, that currently represents a substantial subject of debate among community
psychology practitioners and scholars, is presented to exemplify how the genetic perspective allows for the
appreciation of the functioning of multicultural communities throughout diverse systems. Examples from previous
national and cross-national studies exploring the experience of multicultural contacts within small and large
territorial communities are presented to account for the micro level processes, namely the everyday interactions
(i.e., microgenesis) and the subjective perception (i.e., ontogenesis), through which sense of community and
sense of diversity are formed and transformed. Further, a segment of the research results drawn from the
Re.Cri.Re. project (www.recrire.eu), a three years research programme funded by the EU, are illustrated to
account for the macro-social drives that mold the experience of the transformation of communities. Along with the
notion of culture as conceptualized by the Semiotic Cultural Psychology Theory, the investigation of the public
discourse on immigration, as transmitted by national press across different European countries, offers valuable
data to reflect on the way the representations of immigration are produced and maintained in European societies
as a basis for the formation of selves (e.g. sense of community) and others (sense of diversity).
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